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HOPE triumphs 


overnate 


By Nick Lowles 


I’VE BEEN INVOLVED in 
politics since | was 13. 

| have been involved in 
Searchlight, the 
organisation that set 
up the HOPE not hate campaign, 
since 1990. There have been highs 
and lows, good times and bad. 

We have won, we have lost and 
sometimes it is not clear quite who 
has won and who has lost. But the 
campaign to stop the British 
National Party in Barking & 
Dagenham surpassed everything 

I have done. Never has our 
campaigning been so intense. 
Never have we had to fight so hard 
and involve so many. And never has 
victory been so decisive. 

The BNP went into the election 
believing they could win the council 
and with it a £200m a year budget. 
They ended up being totally routed - 
winning absolutely no council seats at 
all. In a night of utter humiliation for 
Nick Griffin's party the Labour Party 
took every seat on the council. 

But the real story of the election 
was the fight to stop the BNP. It was 
fought by the Labour Party, HOPE not 
hate and other anti-fascist 
organisations. Thousands of people 
delivered hundreds of thousands of 
leaflets, knocked on tens of 
thousands of doors and made 
thousands of phone calls. 

The local elections, in particular, 
became a referendum on the BNP. 

Our own statistics speak for 
themselves. On 17 April, 541 people 
delivered 92,000 HOPE not hate 
newspapers. On 3 May, 385 people 
delivered 55,000 leaflets. On election 








day itself, 176 people knocked on 
6,000 doors. 

People came from around London 
and further afield to be part of the 
campaign. Over 250 people from 
Barking & Dagenham got involved. 
All across the UK people supported us 
through donations. An amazing 4,000 
people gave almost £80,000 online 
since the beginning of the year. 

In total we delivered over 350,000 
newspapers, booklets and leaflets in 
the borough. We put three tabloid 
newspapers through every door in 
the borough. Every woman received a 
12-page booklet and every black or 
Asian voter was contacted at least 
twice. Pensioners were written to and 
least nine pieces of HOPE not hate 
literature were distributed in our key 
target wards. 

All this was possible because of a 
core team of HOPE not hate 
organisers and volunteers who 
worked tirelessly, often 15 hours a 
day, seven days a week. 

The BNP didn’t have this passion. 
Their message of hate failed to inspire. 
In the end they resorted to violence 
and thuggery. As defeat was handed 
down to them Griffin angrily 
announced that “London was finished”. 

It would be dangerous to become 
complacent about the future BNP 
threat. With massive cuts on the horizon 
and the economy still in the doldrums 
the politics of hate is bound to resurface. 

But for the time being let us rejoice 
in the utter routing of the BNP, made 
possible by you, our supporters. 
HOPE did indeed triumph over hate 
and it was, as this pamphlet charts, 
the campaign of our lives. ~q 
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i UOYED UP by its success 

| in the European election, 

m= the BNP went into 2010 
genuinely believing that it could 
take control of Barking and 
Dagenham council. It was already 
the official opposition after 
winning 12 of the 13 seats it 
contested in the last round of local 
elections in 2006. Labour ran the 
authority with 36 councillors but it 
was widely expected to lose some, 
both to the BNP on the huge 
Becontree estate and to the 
Conservative Party in the north and 
west of the borough. 

In mid-November party leader Nick 
Griffin announced that he would be 
challenging Margaret Hodge for the 
Barking constituency in the general 
election. While he was never going to 
win the seat his presence was always 


going to ensure considerable media 
attention, which he hoped would 
generate the momentum locally to 
win control of the council. 

It was precisely because we did 
not believe Griffin could win that 
we focused our attention on saving 
the council. 

To achieve control the BNP needed 
26 seats and this, we feared, was 
within its grasp. 

In 2006 the BNP averaged 41% of 
the vote in the seven wards it 
contested in the borough, compared 
to just 33% for Labour. This dominance 
continued in the 2008 London 
Assembly election, in which the BNP 
polled more votes than Labour in eight 
of the borough's 17 wards in the party 
list section, with a lead of up to 18 
points. The BNP was a close second in 
another two wards. 
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If this were to be translated into the 
council elections then the BNP would 
probably emerge with a majority and 
with it a £200m a year budget and 
real control. 

There were other factors going 
against Labour, in particular a 
worsening economy and decline in 
the polls. Internal problems in 
Barking Labour Party and the decision 
by the Christian Party to contest the 
two parliamentary seats and some 
council wards only complicated 
matters further. 

Barking and Dagenham was a 
national priority for the BNP. As it 
sought to field a record number of 
candidates the whole party was 
put on notice that work had to be 
done here. 

With the threat so severe the battle 
lines were drawn. ~<a 





strategy 


TO COUNTER the threat that the 
British National Party posed to the 
council HOPE not hate drew up a 
strategy which, by and large, it 
stuck to until polling day. 

Our first priority was to prevent the 
BNP from gaining control of the 
council. Of course we wanted to stop 
the BNP winning any seats at all but 
our objective was to keep the BNP 
below 26 seats. 

We sorted the 17 wards in the 
borough into three groups: those 
where the BNP already had 
councillors, those where the BNP had 
no chance and, thirdly, the key wards 
that the BNP needed to win to 
achieve a majority. It was in this last 
group that we began our 
campaigning. 

More materials, canvassing and 
knocking up took place in these 
wards than in the others as this was 
our first line of defence. Obviously, 
far less work was done in the wards 
where the BNP had no chance at all. 

While we stuck to the policy until 
polling day - and so focused our 
176 volunteers on knocking up the 
anti-BNP vote in the key wards - we 
were able to expand our operation 
beyond these wards. 

The huge number of people 
volunteering for the campaign meant 
that our initial six wards where our 
work was focused doubled to 12. 
That meant that every ward except 
those where the BNP had no chance 
was worked hard. There were two 
initial warm-up leaflets either side of 
the new year, three editions of a 
tabloid newspaper in February, 
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We devised this image to link 
Griffin in with the council fight 





March and April and more hard- 
hitting anti-BNP leaflets in the final 
two weeks. 

Our aim was simple: to suppress 
the BNP vote by highlighting its 
extremism and incompetence where 
BNP councillors had been elected in 
2006 and to mobilise the anti-BNP 
vote by highlighting the dangers of a 
BNP council and the threat to 
community cohesion. While our 
newspapers carried both messages 
the second objective was promoted 
largely through our more targeted 
work towards those sections of the 
community who were least likely to 
vote BNP. 

Griffin's candidature was in fact a 
blessing for us. While he hoped his 
profile would draw the media into 
Barking and Dagenham, and so 
create the storm that propelled the 
BNP into the council in 2006, the 
opposite was true. 

Extensive research was carried out 
at the beginning of the year which 
showed that he was less popular than 
local BNP councillors among likely 
BNP voters. They saw the BNP 
councillors as similar to them and 
fighting for their issues. Griffin, on the 
other hand, was viewed as more 
extreme and a carpetbagger who had 
no real interest in the area. 

Griffin’s unpopularity reinforced our 
view that he represented no real 
threat to Margaret Hodge, the Labour 
MP, but we were concerned that some 
voters would back Labour nationally 
but vote BNP locally. To ensure this 
did not happen we had to link Griffin 
to the council fight. 





The front page of our third 
newspaper, which went to every 
property in the borough, depicted 
Griffin lurking ominously over the 
Civic Centre. The message was vote 
BNP and get Griffin. 

As the campaign drew to a close we 
began to do more localised, hard- 
hitting leaflets. They were very 
different from the norm and designed 
to catch people's attention. At the 
beginning of the campaign we knew 
that 1,500 votes would win each ward 
and of the 9,000 adults in each ward 
there were clearly at least that 
number who opposed the BNP. 
Turning these voters out was the key. 
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MEDIA STRATEGY 


FORTHE SECOND year running we 
employed a press officer to help 
shape the narrative of the campaign. 
A repeat of the 2006 experience 
would have been a disaster. 
Back then, an almost daily stream of 
articles and stories about local 
. people voting BNP simply became a 
self-fulfilling prophecy. 
If this happened again then the 
BNP would really be in with a shout. 
Our general approach was to play 
down the BNP’s chances and talk up 
the divisions within its ranks. 


| 


Obviously we were helped by a 
senior BNP official being arrested for 
threatening to kill the party leader 
and, towards the end of the 
campaign, the departure of the BNP’s 
webmaster, which caused the party’s 
whole online operation to disappear. 
At the beginning of the campaign 
we successfully got several 
newspapers to write stories about 
Electoral Commission concern over 
the BNP’s accounts and how 
almost the entire BNP leadership 
was on the EU payroll despite most 
of them not living anywhere near 
the North West and Yorkshire, 


which the party’s MEPs represent. 

We also had some success 
with the “Where's Griffin?” line 
following his virtual absence from 
Barking and Dagenham during 
much of the campaign. At one stage 
London Tonight ran with the “Where's 
Griffin?” headline in a package on the 
Barking and Dagenham contest. 

The BNP by contrast had no media 
operation and as a result resorted to 
stupid publicity stunts, such as 
Richard Barnbrook on his horse on 
St George's Day, which, with our 
help, quickly became an object of 
ridicule in the media. 
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To operate effectively in the borough we needed a local base. 
The intensity and breadth of the campaign we wanted to run could not be achieved 
from central London or the boot of a car. We were fortunately helped out by Unite 
who gave us the top floor in their Dagenham offices, but when we first moved in it 
was little more than an empty shell. 

Over the New Year period HOPE not hate volunteers joined the Jon Cruddas team, 
who were also moving into the building, and set about renovating it. Lighting and 
electrics were put in, the place was painted, one and a half tonnes of carpet were 
lugged up six flights of stairs and tables built. The pigeons had to be removed 
from the toilets and replaced by toilets that actually worked, a kitchen was built as 
was a print room. 

We ended up with 16 work stations, a 20-strong telephone bank and even a comfy 
chill-out area. 

By the end we probably had the largest election war room in the country. 
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THE TEAM 
We moved in early in the New Year. 
Tavectoleliatelam com \ive.q@ mo) (=<Pm NV] ae fa) 
the overall campaign, and Sam Tarry, 
Wi ston (exe Mu a\-me) of-1c-ld(e)amelamuateme]col0] ale 
we were joined by Caroline Alabi, our 
faith worker, and a team of young 
volunteers — Ellie Lowe, Ben Stuttard, 
Joe Mulhall and Nick Cook. 

Over in our central London office we 
were supported by another team of 
staff and volunteers. The distribution 
of materials, fundraising, research and 
ivatemaatexe |f-MUVcl (om Watcu oy-\eL.40] 0) 
raoyany ofelarciaiemolmelel mer-]anley-](elaliare| 
operation. 

PE ol-rel-] Mol ce Mane Kime [on CoV ale VA 
who as always went beyond the call of 
duty to ensure our literature was well 
(ol-XsfelataveM-lavem (chica talialelcomelarelave[=x) 
Maar-\e (cvmr-] ave sto) al t-PA alo Mer-\-\ a a\=1 al ol-r-[eNV] 
eye over everything Nick wrote. 

As the election drew closer others 
gave their time and in the final 
fortnight there were often 20-25 
people working flat out stuffing 
envelopes, making calls and preparing 
delivery rounds for leafleters. 
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THE BIGGEST MOBILISATION of our 
campaign was on Saturday 17 April 
when 541 people turned out to 
deliver 92,000 newspapers across 
Barking and Dagenham and parts 
of neighbouring Havering. 

A coach brought people in from 
Camden and Hackney, over 75 people 
came in by train from central London 
and there were 26 from Southwark 
alone. Unite mobilised 30 people and 
the NUT turned out even more, led by 
its General Secretary Christine Blower. 

Small groups came from Sussex, 
Essex, Oxford and there were even a 
couple of people from Bristol. 

For the vast majority it was their first 
time out with the HOPE not hate 
campaign. 


The turnout was so huge that we 
had handed out our initial 72,000 
newspapers by midday, which was 
enough to cover every door in the 
borough. We frantically bundled up 
another 20,000 newspapers for 
Havering and sent teams out there. 

We could quite easily have delivered 
another 20,000 newspapers or more. 

It was an unbelievable day but one 
that was the product of weeks of hard 
work. We had mapped out a strategy 
to build it as our “big” event of the 
campaign and worked tirelessly to 
bring out the numbers. 

We combined our online and 
offline campaign perfectly. 

We “spoke” to our thousands of 
online supporters through a series 


of emails that explained the threat, 
what was being done on the day 
and how we could help them get 
there. We then followed up the 
emails through phone calls and 
direct meetings. Our local HOPE not 
hate organisers were given targets 
and assistance in building turnouts 
in their local areas. 

The combination worked perfectly 
and the day was a huge success. 
Not only did we deliver an amazing 
number of papers, more than we've 
ever done in one day of action before 
by some margin, but we also built an 
enthusiasm among our supporters 
which helped us during the rest of the 
campaign. 

The day was also an organisational 





success. Our Dagenham team, 
particularly our young volunteers, 
worked hard for several days to 
prepare the delivery rounds, bag up 
the newspapers and set up the room 
so we could get people in and 

out quickly. 

The mixture of good weather, the 
huge turnout, the well organised 
event, great food and a sing song 
from Billy Bragg meant many of those 
who came along helped us out again 
during the campaign. 

During the last five weeks of the 
campaign we estimate that over 
1,000 different people took part in 
our Barking & Dagenham campaign, 
a result partly of our 17 April Day 
of Action. 
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f Hada good day yesterday 

) leafleting with HOPE not 
hate, well organised and lots of 
enthusiastic young people, all 
having more energy then me. 
Plus met up with an old 
comrade who I had not seen for 
18 years. Then I was served 
a curry by Jon Cruddas! 
What a day! 


Sonya Howard 


( What a day. I cannot begin 
) to tell you how I feel right 
now. This is how you beat 
fascism, by doing the hard work, 
proper work. I feel like I could 
go on forever now. 
Richard Edwards 


For so long I’ve felt like 

| I should do something, 
but didn’t really know what 
I could do. I feel like I've been 
empowered now, seeing 
hundreds of anti-fascists, of all 
ages together. I was also quite 
moved by the etiquette of people 
being polite and friendly and 
helpful towards each other when 
we queued up for food. Just those 
little things helped make 
everything so special. A good day 
out normally drains the 
finances, this didn’t cost me a 
penny, not even for the 
excellent curry. 


Daniel Oatway 








Elections are largely won on which side can turn out its vote so a central part 
of our campaign was to mobilise those sections of the electorate least likely to 


vote for the BNP. 


And there were some clear constituencies, among them women, pensioners 


and black and Asian voters. 


While we distributed general anti-BNP literature in the form of newspapers 
and leaflets, we also sent our identified anti-BNP constituencies targeted 
messages. This quiet but directed work formed the cornerstone of our 
campaign. Much of it was below the radar and did not involve hundreds of 
people but it was vital nevertheless. 


Here is a brief summary of how we spoke to our anti-BNP voters. 


Women 


RESEARCH HAS REPEATEDLY shown 
that women are much less likely to 
vote for the BNP than men and this 
was confirmed in research from 
Barking and Dagenham itself. 

We sent every woman in the 
borough a 12-page booklet, 
produced with the support of the 
Daily Mirror and funded by Unison. 
With articles from Fiona Phillips and 
Coleen Nolan, and with an 
altogether softer focus, it explained 
why the BNP would increase 
tensions and troubles within and 
between communities. 

In the final few days of the 
campaign we hand-delivered a letter 
to all women voters in several of our 
key wards highlighting the 
candidature of Jeffrey Marshall, 
the BNP organiser who welcomed 
the death of David Cameron's 
disabled son. 


unison. [Mier 


www.hopenothate.org.uk 
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Please use your vote to stop racism 


Black and Asian voters 


THERE ARE 24,500 black and Asian voters across the borough, 18,000 in the 
Barking constituency and 6,500 in the Dagenham part of the Dagenham & 
Rainham constituency. 

This was a vital audience for us and during the course of the campaign 
we reached the vast majority. 

We employed a worker to mobilise the faith communities, particularly 
the African Christians who made up the majority of the BME vote in our 
| target wards. We visited and spoke in churches, held meetings with the 
pastors and distributed material directly to the homes of these voters. 

Our final leaflet, which was handed out both door to door and in 
church services, opened up as a poster showing 15 local pastors calling 
on their followers to vote. 

On the final Sunday of the campaign our faith worker spoke at 
several churches in the borough, including one with a congregation of 
over 2,000. 

In conjunction with Barking mosque, we produced a separate leaflet 
for Muslim voters, which was again distributed to the homes of Muslim 

voters but also at the mosque on the Friday before polling day. 





Pensioners 


MANY PENSIONERS have a direct memory of Nazism and 
fascism and in Barking and Dagenham some can still recall the 
threat from Oswald Mosley and his Blackshirts. As a result 
while many will articulate concern over immigration few will 
vote for the BNP. 

A few days before polling day we delivered a letter by 
Second World War veteran Kenneth Riley to all the pensioners 
we could identify. “First they stole my friends, now they steal 
my words’, was the headline. 

Riley spoke about how the BNP was the heir of Hitler’s Nazis 
and had outrageously used his own words in a BNP 
fundraising email. 


Young people 


A RECENT STUDY of young people across London boroughs 
found a surprisingly positive attitude among teenagers in 
Barking and Dagenham. Because of this we targeted 
first time voters with a pamphlet 





First they stole my friends, now they steal my words 







Dear voter 


Sixty-six years ago |, like thousands of others, made a trip into the unknown, 
i was a member of a Tank Division that took part in the D-Day landings. | lost 
many friends in that and subsequent battles but | am proud of what we did. 
We freed Europe from Hitler's Nazis. 


Today | believe just as strongly that fascism and racism have to be 

confronted, On leaving the Army | was employed in the steelworks in 

Sheffield and through my time in the union | learned that working 

people are stronger when they are together than when they are 
vided. 


Two weeks ago | wrote an open letter urging people to stop the 
British National Party (BNP). | did so because they are today’s Nazis, 
Their leaders do not think Britain should have fought Hitler and they have even claimed that 
the gas chambers, which were used to kill millions of people, were built by British and 
American soldiers after the war. 

So you can imagine my surprise when | was told that the BNP were sending their own letters 
to their supporters using my exact words! They simply replaced my name with that of a BNP 
supporter, This man claimed to have been in the 51st Highland Division at Normandy and 
Operation Market Garden - the attempt to take the Rhine bridges at Arnhem. But even here 
they could not get their facts right because the 51st Highland Division was not actually 
involved in Operation Market Garden. 

| should not expect anything more from the BNP. Sixty-six years ago the Nazis stole my friends 
on the beaches of Normandy. Today, the heirs of the Nazis are stealing my words. 

| am proud to have fought the Nazis back in the Second World War and it is important that 
people do not forget the sacrifices our generation made. | believe the best way for people to 
remember is to make sure that the fascists of today never win, 

The Second World War ended 65 years ago this week. Let us make sure that we are also 
celebrating the defeat of the BNP on Thursday. Vote for HOPE not hate. 


Yours sincerely 


Use your vote to we produced with the support of the 


STOP the fascist BNP PCS union. Kenneth Riley 


Normandy Veteran - Tank Division 


EVER complained about they 












It explained why the BNP not only 
had no answers to the problems facing 
young people but would actually make 
things worse. 


Anti-BNP voters 


Hundreds of our supporters around the country rang thousands of voters in Barking & 
Dagenham as part of our online telephone canvassing tool. Those who said they did not like 
the BNP were contacted again in the last 48 hours of the campaign to remind them to vote. 





PCS loves public 
services, hates racism 


Let your fingers do the talking 
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THE SECOND pillar of our strategy 
was to suppress the BNP vote and 
we did this in the last week of the 
campaign through a series of hard- 
hitting leaflets. 

The third edition of our HOPE not 
hate newspaper had concentrated on 
how Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, 
would be behind any BNP control of 
the council, but in the final period of 
the campaign we began to focus on 
more local issues and the candidates. 

We produced a series of “Apology” 
leaflets, customised for our key wards. 
Some of them described the appalling 
performance of BNP councillors over 
their four years in office. We calculated 
the allowances they had been paid 
since they were elected in 2006 and 
compared that to the number of 
meetings they had actually attended. 
As housing was the key local issue, we 
also looked at the number of case 
referrals each councillor had made to 
the Housing department. 

The results were startling. 

BNP councillors were being paid up 
to £1,666 per meeting, so poor was 
their attendance, and many had not 
referred a single case. 

The outside of the leaflet was 
deliberately ambiguous so the reader 
was not immediately sure exactly who 
had produced the leaflet. 

This was done to maximise the 
number of people reading it, 
especially those likely to vote BNP, 
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_ who might normally throw away an 
_ anti-BNP leaflet. 
| We produced these leaflets for 
_ Village, Alibon, Parsloes and 
_ Valance wards. 
_ The BNP's selection of Jeffrey 
| Marshall as a candidate in 
_ Eastbury ward was a gift to us. 
_ Last year Marshall applauded the 
_ death of David Cameron's 
_ disabled son. “There is actually 
_ nota great deal of point in 
keeping these sort of people 
om alive,’ he wrote. 

Marshall’s statement was the 
subject of a specific “Apology” leaflet 
for Eastbury and a more generalised 
version for wards without BNP 
councillors. 














Do you want Nick Griffin 
teaching our children? 


HITLER WAS RIGHT 


THE Holocaust 2 
DiD NOT HAPPEN 


THE WORLD 
iS FLAT 
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the BNP win control of the Holocaust happened. Do you really 


We also featured Marshall in a letter 
to women voters in several key wards 
hand-delivered the day before 
polling. It accompanied a leaflet 
asking voters whether they wanted 
Griffin to be running their schools. 

The Apology leaflet was initially 
intended to be delivered in just six 
wards but it soon became clear that the 
turnout for our final Day of Action on 
the morning of Monday 3 May would 
allow us to distribute the leaflet more 
widely. Nine wards were targeted but as 
people began arriving it was apparent 
that even this was not enough. 

Just under 400 people turned up 
and we covered 13 of the borough's 
17 wards. That was approximately 
55,000 leaflets. We could have done 
a lot more but we simply ran out 
of leaflets. 





Interestingly, over half of those who 
participated had not attended a 
previous event. 

The turnout was phenomenal 
but the job was not yet done. 

We produced an eve of poll leaflet 
that was distributed at tube stations 
across the borough. And in addition 
to the letter to women voters we also 
delivered a letter to pensioners, 
another one of our key anti-BNP 
constituencies. 

We were helped by the BNP’s 
reaction in the final few days. 

They became hysterical at our 
material and began producing anti- 
HnH leaflets — a total distraction from 
their campaign and proof that our 
material was hurting them. 

On the street tensions were rising 
and BNP members were becoming 
more aggressive. This tipped into 
violence when Bob Bailey, the BNP’s 
council group leader and London 
organiser, attacked an Asian youth in 
Eastbury. The sight of an elected BNP 
official kicking a young man in the 
head was captured by the BBC. 

Our objective on election day was 
to knock up the anti-BNP vote. We 
had six thousand doors to knock on 
and we achieved our objective with 
the help of 176 people who came out 
on the day. By then the mood was 
more positive but even we did not 
dream of the eventual result. 


Would the last 
Person out please — 
turn off the light? | 
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AS A THANK YOU to our 
supporters we organised a 
HOPE not hate summer party 
on the afternoon of our 3 May 
mobilisation. St Patrick’s 
church, in Eastbury ward, 
provided the backdrop, the 
GMB the marquee and local 
restaurants the food. 

Three hundred people, a 
mixture of HnH activists and 
local people, packed into the 
church gardens to listen to 
Eddie Izzard and music from 
Billy Bragg. 

Providing this more social 
side to our work has been a 
central component of our 
campaign and this event 
helped create a feel-good 
factor among our activists. 

It also helped build the 
turnout for polling day itself. 





Jubilant Labour councillors 
celebrate their victory 


IT WAS A DAY that no one who was 
present will ever forget. The BNP 
was not only defeated but totally 
routed, perhaps terminally so — at 
least locally. 

Nick Griffin could only finish third in 
the Barking constituency, polling just 
14.6% of the vote, down from the 
16.9% received by Richard Barnbrook 
in 2005. 

It was a humiliating defeat for the 
BNP leader and it only got worse. 
The following day he and his thuggish 
minders stood embarrassed and 
publicly chastised as Labour won all 
51 seats on the council. The BNP lost 
all 12 of the seats it was defending 
and by some distance too. 

As the stacks of votes piled up it 
became clear that the BNP was 
heading for oblivion. In one corner 
stood Barnbrook and Eddy Butler, a key 
organiser of the BNP’s campaign in the 
borough. In another, quite deliberately 
apart, stood Bob Bailey, the BNP’s 
London organiser, and his small team. 
Barnbrook and Bailey do not get on 
and it was clear that there was no love 
lost between them at the count. 

In between, in a third group, was 
Chris Roberts, who was moaning 


about the good job he had given up 
in the City to work for Barnbrook at 
the Greater London Authority. 

There was utter jubilation among 
the successful Labour candidates and 
for a brief moment, with both MPs 
also present, there was a unity within 
the borough party in which divisions 
had threatened to derail the 
campaign before. 

For the BNP the night and the 
overall campaign were a disaster. 
Griffin told the press “London is 
finished”, his anger directed more 
at voters than his political rivals. 
And in many ways the borough is 
finished for the BNP. They will never 
have a better chance of taking a 
major council and they blew it. 
They believed their own hype, ran an 
appalling campaign and were out- 
organised by a resurgent Labour 
Party and anti-fascist campaign. 

The borough will be a quite 
different place in four years’ time. 
The rate of change coupled with 
young people from all communities 
growing up and living together will 
hopefully reduce the propensity for 
the BNP to exploit the problems 
people face. 





Although the election is over and 
the BNP defeated there is still work 
to do. There are many local issues 
that need to be addressed and the 
new council needs to do that. 
Likewise, the HOPE not hate 
campaign will stay active in the 
borough and build on its success, 
but now gear itself more to 
promoting a positive agenda of 
community cohesion. 

For now, however, we can all be 
proud of what we've achieved. 
Thousands of people supported our 
campaign both on the streets and 
financially. A special thanks must also 
go to our hardworking team of 
interns and volunteers who hopefully 
have had the experience of their 
lives. Without them, and the dozens 
of other people who came in to help 
us, we could not have achieved what 
we did. 

But there was a wider victory and 
that belongs to the people of the 
borough who turned out to vote in 
their thousands for HOPE. There was a 
national election but locally a large 
section of the electorate came out to 
stop the BNP. 

HOPE did indeed triumph over hate. 
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and there were 26 from Southwark 
alone. Unite mobilised 30 people and 
the NUT turned out even more, led by 
its General Secretary Christine Blower. 

Small groups came from Sussex, 
Essex, Oxford and there were even a 
couple of people from Bristol. 

For the vast majority it was their first 
time out with the HOPE not hate 
campaign. 


It was an unbelievable day but one 
that was the product of weeks of hard 
work. We had mapped out a strategy 
to build it as our“big” event of the 
campaign and worked tirelessly to 
bring out the numbers. 

We combined our online and 
offline campaign perfectly. 

We “spoke” to our thousands of 
online supporters through a series 


va 


moonlit 


The combination worked perfectly 
and the day was a huge success. 
Not only did we deliver an amazing 
number of papers, more than we've 
ever done in one day of action before 
by some margin, but we also built an 
enthusiasm among our supporters 
which helped us during the rest of the 
campaign. 

The day was also an organisational 


event, great food and a sing song 
from Billy Bragg meant many of those 
who came along helped us out again 
during the campaign. 

During the last five weeks of the 
campaign we estimate that over 
1,000 different people took part in 
our Barking & Dagenham campaign, 
a result partly of our 17 April Day 
of Action. 











